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ment renders necessary. It may be remembered that Chapter
Australian law during the war of 1914-18 was less XVn'
rigorous in punishments than British, and that, on the
other hand, the Imperial Parliament in 1930 made,
against the advice of the Army Council, several mitiga-
tions in the terms of the Army Act in order to reduce
the number of offences for which the death penalty was
exigible, thus in part assimilating British law to the
Australian model. The same aim to secure efiective co-
operation when desired is seen in the interchange of
officers in the endeavour to secure the fullest friendly
co-operation between General Staffs in the United
Kingdom and in the Dominions, and in the invitation
to the Dominions to take advantage of the facilities for
the study of strategy and kindred problems afforded
by the establishment of the Imperial Defence College.
The most important symbol of imperial co-operation
is the Imperial Defence Committee, the creation of Mr.
Balfour when Prime Minister, whose activities were as
far as practicable developed by Mr. Haldane. The
essence of that body is the principle as regards the
Dominions of inviting their Governments to have issues
affecting defence discussed there by Dominion minis-
ters and experts, so that the Dominions may have the
advantage of the best possible advice in any matters
in which they care to receive it. The Committee has
no powers of decision; it is purely an advisory body,
though in the case of the United Kingdom its advice
is normally adopted by the Cabinet and the Prime
Minister who presides over its most important sessions.
In its power of securing expert investigation on any
issue it possesses resources which no Dominion Govern-
ment can ever expect to enjoy. It cannot, however, be